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FAMILY ’S LONG FARMHOUSE REIG N COMING TO ITS END 

Queen Victoria was renowned for the length of her reign on the British throne – 
at more than 63 years only our current monarch has exceeded it. 

Playing catch-up, but only a short way behind the Isle of Wight’s most famous 
resident, is the family that owns Gatehouse Farm just to the south of Ryde. 
They have been in occupation for 58 years but the farmhouse is now on the 
market, set in its own grounds of 1.21 acres and divided from the rest of the 
original 84 acres with which it was sold from the Brigstocke Estate in 1921. 

“It’s a very appealing house which, when Victoria reigned and regularly 
travelled across the Island, was created in during the 1800s as an attachment to a much earlier house that is still 
evident on the east of the main building,” explains Thomas Dawson, of BCM Rural Property Specialists, based at 
Merstone. 

“There is a mass of architectural interest in the house although it isn’t listed, which might make it easier for new 
owners to gain consent for alterations should they wish to do so. 

“The current owners moved in during 1962 and in 1964 created an annexe out of the earliest part of the house 
and until recently this was operated as a holiday let. The house and its setting would make it ideal for such a use 
to start again although the annexe itself connects via its kitchen to the scullery of the main house and easily 
incorporates into the main living space. 

“Remodelling over the years has changed the house but if Queen Victoria had visited when she was alive – quite 
likely as she and Prince Albert were regular visitors to the shooting lodge at nearby Beanacre - she would still 
recognise the entrance porch, set under a magnificent gable and retaining its original tiles, and the original 
staircase in the entrance hall. 

“Back in those days, travel was on foot or by horse and these days the main Gatehouse Farm has become an 
equestrian business operated by the vendors’ family. The location makes it perfect for such use – and for future 
owners of the farmhouse who recognise the wonderful appeal of the outdoor lifestyle. 
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“The farmhouse is ready to indulge this, with its own grounds featuring both formal gardens and an orchard as 
well as an old pond close to the road that probably served as a watering place for passing horses. The property is 
elevated, set on a south-facing slope with a wonderful outlook across Ashey and its steam railway station towards 
Ashey Down in the distance. 

“Come over the hill after landing at Ryde from the Portsmouth ferry or hovercraft and it can be like entering 
another era, albeit one with whatever modernity you want to attach to it as there is good road access to the 
property from Ryde, Fishbourne and Cowes with their vehicle ferries, or Newport. 

“Opposite the twin-pillared gateway is a footpath leading down to the Ashey Station on the steam railway and 
then beyond into the wider heart of the Wight. The Island is renowned for its walking and Gatehouse Farmhouse 
has its own gateway into this wonderfully scenic world, alive with natural history. 

“Fortunately, the house has eight bedrooms in the main part of the accommodation as well as the two in the 
annexe so it will be a rare thing to have to refuse a request to stay – unless moving to the Island was part of a plot 
to escape those who now seek to invite themselves! 

“The Aga in the kitchen will help ensure there’s always something brewing in the kitchen while the home office 
means that, while straightforward, commuting can be eschewed as often as you like. 

“With so much around the house within its own grounds, relaxation in privacy is ensured – the house set back 
along a tree-lined drive. For keen equestrians, there is an opportunity to acquire additional paddock should this 
be required.” 

 

Guide price £795,000 (EPC Band F). 
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For more information, contact Thomas Dawson  
Call: +44(0)1983 828 805    Email: iow@bcm.co.uk 

 

 


